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Minutes of meeting held Wednesday 11th Feb 2026 Middleton Village Hall, 6.30pm 
Present:
Cllr J Beamish; Cllr F Smith; Cllr G Hawkins; Cllr P Rotherham; Cllr M Watson (NWBC) Cllr S Green (WCC) Clerk: M Skinner               
Apologies:
Cllr G Keegan; Cllr S Smith (NWBC)
	
	04/26 
	Public Questions:
None
	 
 

	05/26

	Community updates: 
None, however continued lack of presence from Community Police Support Officers was noted.
	

	06/26 
	Apologies for absence 
Received from Cllr S Smith ; Cllr G Keegan (annual leave)
 
	 

	07/26 
	Declarations of Interest 
 
	None 

	08/26 
	Minutes of previous meeting 
Wednesday 26th November 2025, agreed and signed by Cllr Beamish as correct record of meeting 
 
	Cllr Beamish 

	09/26
09/26.1

09/26.2







09/26.3

09/26.4



09/26.5
	Matters arising: .
· Road Signage – it was noted that various road signs within Middleton require replacing due to damage, MSk to contact R Berry/R Alcock (WCC) to arrange site visit to review
· A446 road closure , 7 day closure with diversions in place , commencing 23rd February- Monday 2nd March During this period, a section of the A446 Lichfield Road east of Water Orton will be closed in both directions. Additionally Overnight Closures: The road will be closed overnight between 21:00 and 06:00 on the dates listed below. Some closures are contingency dates, meaning they will only be used if required due to weather conditions or delays to the work. Planned overnight closures: Monday 9 March 2026 Saturday 14 March 2026 Contingency overnight closures (used only if needed): Sunday 8 March 2026 Tuesday 10 March 2026 Friday 13 March 2026 Sunday 15 March 2026 .
· Crowberry Lane/Ford – Cllr Green confirmed that unfortunately no funding available to update the ford on Crowberry Lane as requested by local resident.
· [bookmark: _Hlk222907955]A4091 – Cllr Green to advise when/if road improvement grants do become available for potential assistance with maintenance to alleviate flooding between Park Lane and Church Lane, however meeting agreed that Middleton Hall management should review potential obstructions which contribute to the flooding issue
· 2026/27 Budget – approved at WPM 12th Jan – as per attached appendix A from WPM 

	 
M Skinner
 
   



	10/26
10/26.1 
	Key Financial Projects
Work complete on VG access path and VH frontage, invoices paid:
R Wilkes – 50% payment for new gates - £ 2214
Tarmac for VG access path - £3530
Walmley Landscapes - £9260
Gallagher insurance (MCC) - £1925

Allocated funds:
- new digital screen £4938
- balance R Wilkes gates - £2214

	 

	[bookmark: _Hlk209270608]11/26
11/26.1


11/26.2


11/26.3 




11/26/4
	New Actions:. 
Current speed awareness cameras within Middleton to be moved further apart to make 20mph more visible , review current speed camera set up

Road Signage – it was noted that various road signs within Middleton require replacing due to damage, MSk to contact R Berry/R Alcock (WCC) to arrange site visit to review

A4091 – Cllr Green to advise when/if road improvement grants do become available for potential assistance with maintenance to alleviate flooding between Park Lane and Church Lane, however meeting agreed that Middleton Hall management should review potential obstructions which contribute to the flooding issue

HS2 Meeting; response from HS2 with be submitted during April 2026, this relating to concerns raised at meeting 28th Jan and responses sent by MPC to community engagement officers as per attached appendix B
	 

Cllr Hawkins
Cllr Beamish


	12/26
 
12/26.1 
 
 
 
 
 




 12/26/2




















	Report from Councillors and Clerk: 
 
Cllr Keegan  - none
Cllr Beamish – none 
Cllr Smith – none 
Cllr Hawkins – none 
Cllr Rotherham – none 
Cllr Green- none
Cllr Watson
· advised Garage Site, Church Lane, outstanding  - tba.
· Local development plan will be adopted by end of 2026, this to include housing and residential sites, greenbelt review and strategic transport assessments

Clerk:
Planning – none
· Audit scheduled for May 2026 – Ross Hart will be engaged as internal auditor
· Grant request received from Middleton Horti Society for 2026 Fete - £500 agreed at meeting
· Work complete on VG access path and VH frontage, screen to be ordered as agreed
· Mobile library, 2026 dates published on FB page and on noticeboards
· Precept requirement 26/27 submitted - £14920
· Re HS2 meeting, well attended by Middleton residents and responses submitted to HS2/BBV to address concerns
· 
2026 meeting schedule:

18th March – WPM MEETING
8TH April – MPC MEETING
13TH May – WPM MEETING
10th June – ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING followed by MPC meeting
8th July WPM MEETING
August NO MEETING
9TH September MPC MEETING
7TH October WPM MEETING
11TH November MPC MEETING
December NO MEETING

External audit certificate received from Moore,  to be published on  website…
	 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 

 
 
MSk 
 
   

	

13/26





























	

FINANCE

	January 2026 monthly financial report
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Date
	type
	Detail
	Amount
	MCC
	Precept

	26/01/2026
	 
	MCC rent
	2155.75
	2155.75
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	TOTAL
	 
	 
	2155.75
	 
	 

	PAYMENTS
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Code
	Payee
	Description
	INV
	paid
	Total

	 
	Tesco mobile
	Dec mobile
	DD
	02-Jan-26
	9.5

	 
	Easy Website
	monthly web host fee
	DD
	02-Jan-26
	36.96

	 
	MPC Salary
	Dec salary
	DD
	13-Jan-26
	686.63

	 
	HMRC
	Dec tax
	DD
	13-Jan-26
	171.80

	 
	CB Visuals
	video editing santa run
	inv
	21-Jan-26
	50.00

	 
	 
	charges 28 nov
	dd
	31-Dec-25
	4.55

	 
	 
	charges 2 jan 26
	dd
	30-Jan-26
	4.20

	 
	
	
	
	
	963.64

	Balance at 30th Dec 25
	 
	 
	 
	 
	24,169.89

	Add receipts
	 
	 
	 
	 
	2,155.75

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	26,325.64

	Deduct Payments
	 
	 
	 
	 
	963.64

	Total current account  30 Jan  2026
	 
	 
	 
	 
	25,362.00

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	reserve account 30 Jan 26
	 
	 
	 
	 
	9,613.67

	Events account 30 Jan 26
	 
	 
	 
	 
	1,233.98

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	TOTAL Jan 2026
	 
	 
	 
	 
	36,209.65



	

	
	 
Meeting Closed: 19:45
 
Next Meeting – WPM meeting 18th March 2026

 
Signed:__________________________________________________________Date__________________
_ 













	  
 
 
 

	ITEM 
	ACTION 
	BY WHOM 


 
		11/26
11/26.1


11/26.2


11/26.3 




11/26/4
	New Actions:. 
Current speed awareness cameras within Middleton to be moved further apart to make 20mph more visible , review current speed camera set up

Road Signage – it was noted that various road signs within Middleton require replacing due to damage, MSk to contact R Berry/R Alcock (WCC) to arrange site visit to review

A4091 – Cllr Green to advise when/if road improvement grants do become available for potential assistance with maintenance to alleviate flooding between Park Lane and Church Lane, however meeting agreed that Middleton Hall management should review potential obstructions which contribute to the flooding issue

HS2 Meeting; response from HS2 with be submitted during April 2026, this relating to concerns raised at meeting 28th Jan and responses sent by MPC to community engagement officers as per attached appendix B. Follow with HS2 community engagement



	
Cllr Beamish
Cllr Hawkins
 
M Skinner


Cllr Green



M Skinner
	 




	
	
	
	

	

Appendix A 
· MPC budget 26-27
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	EXPENDITURE
	2026/27
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Administration
	
	
	

	Salary
	10300
	
	

	Mobile Phone
	120
	
	

	Clerk Training
	500
	estimated
	

	Contingency
	1000
	
	

	TOTAL
	11920
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Expenditure
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Parish Insurance
	1900
	
	

	Room Hire and b'band contribution
	1000
	
	

	Stationery
	200
	
	

	Postage
	40
	
	

	Defibrillator Batteries
	1000
	
	

	Defibrillator Pads
	1000
	
	

	Liability and Legal Costs
	1000
	contingency

	NWBC Dog and Waste bins collections
	750
	
	

	Community grants
	2000
	FETE/LUNCH CLUB/HORTI SOCIETY

	Play area inspections
	100
	
	

	Recreation Ground Repairs
	2000
	PLAY AREA MAINTENANCE/FITNESS EQUIPMENT

	Recreation Ground Maintenance
	8000
	VG CUTTING/HEDGE CUTTING/PLAY AREA CUTTING/GENERAL LANDSCAPE MAITENANCE CONTINGENCY

	Mmatters/Prontaptrint
	2000
	MM PRINTING /E FOULKES STATIONARY

	Village tub annual m'nance and shrubs
	1000
	
	

	Website
	500
	
	

	TOTAL
	22490
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Subscriptions
	
	
	

	WALC/NALC
	500
	
	

	Internal Auditor
	400
	Ross 2026 and payment for 2025

	External Auditor
	500
	
	

	ICO 
	45
	
	

	TOTAL
	1445
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Middleton Social Committee
	2000
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Total Expenditure
	37855
	
	

	
	
	
	

	INCOME
	
	
	

	Precept
	14920
	
	

	MCC
	25860
	
	

	Total Income
	40780
	
	




Signed: _____________________________________ Date:________________


Appendix B 
· HS2 deferral notes and summary
1. Health and Safety

There are ongoing concerns regarding partially completed work and unmaintained HS2 land during the deferral period as in

1. unsecured sites, potential unauthorised access
1. uneven surfaces, particularly with existing road surfaces
1. debris, 
1. poor lighting
1. mental anguish caused by the blight of which there is no end in sight.
 
all of which may pose hazards to residents, drivers and pedestrians.
1. Road Safety

Within Middleton, road safety concerns specifically relate to 

1. altered road layouts and the overbridge which is now unmanned and could pose a security issue and be subject to vandalism, 
1. temporary traffic management measures have been left in place along Church Lane, 
1. damaged carriageways along Church Lane and Crowberry Lane due to the increased heavy vehicle movements associated with HS2 activity. 
1. The dangers of distraction of such a monostrosity overlooking a tiny village like Middleton
These issues heighten risks for motorists, cyclists, and pedestrians during the prolonged deferral period.
1. Environmental Protection
On this topic, there are several concerns: 
1. overgrown hedgerows and unmanaged vegetation on HS2-owned land causing deterioration and negatively impact local amenities.  
1. The effect of loss of trees and hedgerows that were built by the parish and deleted from the village way ahead of time without any recourse for rebuilding.
1. concerns regarding the loss of landscaping including the public walkway from the village green through to Drayton Bassett
1. Assurances that all farmland and land affected by the HS2 disruption will be put back into productive use.
Regular maintenance, reinstatement of landscaping, and visual screening is required to alleviate these impacts.
1. Civil Engineering and Technical Requirements

There is a need for regular inspection and maintenance of HS2-affected highways to address 

1. surface deterioration, 
1. drainage issues, 
1. road markings. 
1. The commitment for HS2-owned properties and assets which require ongoing upkeep to prevent structural decline, vandalism, and further blight to surrounding areas during the deferral period.
1. In addition, there is a need to re-evaluate the ownership of these properties and for them to be put on the back on the market in a controlled manner.
5. Priority Level
High priority – due to the combined impacts on public safety, road user risk, environmental quality, and asset deterioration. 
Prolonged deferral without active management is likely to exacerbate risks and increase future remediation costs.
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